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On the Constitutional Legitimacy of the Value Criteria of Welfare
Economics and Its Applicability to the Legal Policy Analysis

Atsushi Tsuneki
Institute of Social and Economic Research
Osaka University

Abstract

The primary purpose of the present article is to show that the value criteria adopted by welfare economics
are consistent with the basic values respected in Japanese constitutional law and its standerd inferpretations,
and hence that legal policy analysis based on welfare economics is constitutionally justifiable. We also
present the basic conception of legal policy analysis led by the values of welfare economics and the

methods of public economics, and argue for its usefilness.

Keywords: welfare economics, bifireated standard, economic right, public welfare, legal policy analysis.
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